REMARKS 

Claim 12 has been cancelled. Claims 1-11 have been amended. Claim 13 has been 
added. Claims 1-11 and 13 remain for further consideration. No new matter has been added. 

The objections and rejections shall be taken up in the order presented in the Official 

Action. 

1. In response to the Restriction Requirement, applicants confirm the earlier election to 
prosecute the claims of Group I (claims 1-11), and withdrawal of the claim of Group II (claim 
12). 

2. Claims 1-9 currently stand rejected for allegedly being anticipated by Japanese Patent 
Publication No. 01 158756 ("Minami"). 

An English language translation of Minami is enclosed herewith in an Information 
Disclosure Statement. 

Claim 1 recites an electronic component that includes a leadframe, a platform, and a 
housing. The housing encloses the electronic member and the platform. Significantly, the 
electronic component of claim 1 includes first and second support regions that are co-axial, and 
the first support region is accessible via a first hole in a first wall surface of the housing and the 
second support region is accessible via a second hole in a second wall surface of the housing, 
wherein the first and second wall surfaces are substantially perpendicular. 

The device disclosed by Minami shows a pair of positioning leads (4) extending out from 
a sealed body (10), connected to one another by a connection part (7). The positioning leads 
each include a fracture part 11. Minami discloses that it is advantageous in view of increase in 
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dielectric strength to form the fracture part (11) inside the resin body (10) as much as possible. 
The positioning leads (4) and connection part (7) are removed from the body (10) by pulling and 
fracturing the fracture part (11). FIGs. 6 and 7 of Minami show a recessed portion (36). In FIG. 
6, the fracture part (1 1) is located at the wall of the recess portion (36). In FIG. 7, the fracture 
part (1 1) is disposed within the body (11). 

The electronic component of amended claim 1 recites wherein the first and second 
support regions are co-axial ? and the first support region is accessible via a first hole in a first 
wall surface of the housing and the second support region is accessible via a second hole in a 
second wall surface of the housing, wherein the first and second wall surfaces are substantially 
perpendicular. Minami does not disclose or suggest such a device. As shown in FIGs. 2 and 3 of 
Minami, only the single lead 3 a is accessible outside of the housing. In contrast, claim 1 of the 
present invention includes first and second support regions that are accessible via respective 
openings in opposite wall surfaces of the housing. 

The positioning leads (4) of Minami extend outside of the body (10) of Minami and 
require an additional step of fracturing the leads (4) to separate them from the component. The 
additional manufacturing step illustrates at least one significant difference between Minami and 
the presently claimed device. Significantly, in either an unfractured or fractured state, the leads 
of Minami are not accessible through a hole disposed in the housing. The support regions of the 
presently claimed component, in contrast, are accessible through an associated hole disposed in 
the housing. As a result, a support surface provided on the platform is available before and after 
the formation of the housing. 

For at least these reasons, it is respectfully submitted that Minami is incapable of 
anticipating claim 1 . 
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3. Claims 9-1 1 currently stand rejected for allegedly being obvious in view of the combined 
subject matter disclosed in Minami and U.S. Patent No. 5,838,062 ("Hwang"). 

Claims 9-1 1 indirectly depend from independent claim 1. It is respectfully submitted that 
this rejection is now moot since claim 1 is patentable for at least the reasons set forth above. 

In addition, however, there is no disclosure of coating a section of a leadframe with an 
alloy that contains Zn-Pb, as is recited within amended claim 11. Accordingly, the subject 
matter recited within claim 1 1 is neither disclosed nor suggested within Minami or Hwang. 

For at least these reasons, applicants respectfully submit that the component of claim 1 1 
is patentable over Minami in view of Hwang. 

For all the foregoing reasons, reconsideration and allowance of claims 1-11 is 
respectfully requested. 

If a telephone interview could assist in the prosecution of this application, please call the 
undersigned attorney. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Patrick J. O'Shea 
Reg. No. 35,305 

O'Shea, Getz & Kosakowski, P.C. 
1500 Main Street, Suite 912 
Springfield, MA 01 115 
413-731-3100, xl02 
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